Projections from the anterior interposed nucleus to the red nucleus diminish with age in the mouse.
To analyse the effect of ageing on the projection of the anterior interposed nucleus to the red nucleus, we injected the retrograde tracer fluorogold in the red nucleus of 3-, 6- and 12-month-old mice. The number of labelled neurones in the anterior interposed nucleus fell by 9% between 3 and 6 months and by another 9% between 6 and 12 months (all P < 0.001). This suggests that loss of neurones from the cerebellar nuclei starts well before old age.